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"It's one for the money, two for the show, three to get ready, and
go, cat go."  When Carl Perkins first introduced these lyrics in the
1950's hospice care did not even
exist.  Today, Hospice Brazos Valley
is rockin' & rollin' along to get end-
of-life care to those who need it in
our 17 county service area spanning
9,000 square miles. 

Wouldn't we all love 21¢ a gallon
gasoline and quarter hamburgers
again?  Those days are gone, but
with your support we can make
dying in pain a thing of the past as
well.  At Hospice Brazos Valley, we
know compassionate care does not
go out of style. 

We are growing to meet the
needs of the increasing population
of people facing life-limiting illness,
grief, and loss.  We served 731
patients in 2007, a 5% increase over
the 694 we served in 2006.  We
have projected that we will serve at
least 800 patients in 2008.

Hospice Brazos Valley is always
appreciative of the support you
continue to give us.  We invite you
to put on your poodle skirt and
bobbie socks, or roll up the sleeves on your white t-shirt and cruise
back to the 50's for the 3rd annual Hospice Soirée.  The Fireman's

Training Center in Brenham will set the scene for Lost in the 50's
"Shake, Rattle & Roll"on Saturday, August 23, 2008.  

The night’s events will begin with a car
show (weather permitting) and include a
catered meal by Schovajsa Catering, live
and silent auctions, and a chance to
jitterbug to live music provided by The
Fabulous Chevelles band.  For some
added fun there will be a dance contest
and a best dressed contest, along with a
chance card draw (see below).

Sponsorships begin at $250 and tickets
are $50 each.  You can find the sponsor /
donor / ticket purchase form on our
website.  The form indicates the various
levels of sponsorship and benefits for each
level, ticket and payment options, and
donation options, including monetary or in-
kind donations.  Each donation is greatly
appreciated.  All money raised helps HBV
continue our mission of caring for the
terminally ill in your local and surrounding
areas.  

If you have any questions or would like
more information about Hospice Brazos
Valley or the 2008 Hospice Soirée, please
contact Deanna Warmke at 979-277-9525,
dwarmke@hospicebrazosvalley.com, stop

by the Brenham office at 302 E. Blue Bell Road, or visit the HBV
website at www.hospicebrazosvalley.org.  
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Sponsorships Include Tickets and Pre- and Post-Event Advertising

Underwriter          ($5,000 & above)
Benefactor            ($3,000 to $4,999)
Gold Sponsor ($1,500 to $2,999)

Silver Sponsor ($1,000 to $1,499)
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Opal Sponsor ($500 to $749)

Crystal Sponsor   ($250 to $499)

S A V E  T H E  D A T E
Words from our President2

Annual Report Summary 2

Board of Directors 2

Charity Begins at Home 3

HBV Volunteers 4

Posy Express 4

Dates to Remember 5

Tranquility Garden 5

Holiday Wreaths 6

Resale Stores 6, 7

Celebration of Life 8

Memory Bears 8

Community News 9

Grants & Contributions 9

HBV Symposium 10

In Memoriam 11

Savor The Flavor 12

INSIDE

To submit an idea for
the newsletter, please

contact 
Deanna Warmke at 

(979) 277-9525

If you wish to be removed from our mailing list,please notify
Hospice Brazos Valley by e-mail or by writing the Bryan office.

Chance Card Draw 
Red - 1 week cabin stay in Hunt, TX

Blue - Shotgun
$20 / Chance
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Once every week I sit around a conference table with our staff to
review the plans of care for our patients. Each patient has been
certified as terminally ill by a physician. Our nurses and medical
director intently scrutinize medication lists and evaluate patient
compliance. They review vital signs, assess nutrition and hydration
issues, and monitor disease progression.  Social workers report on
family dynamics that help and hinder effective care and attend to end-
of-life concerns like advance directives and do-not-resuscitate orders.
Health care aides report on the patient's mobility and ability to
perform daily living activities. And because dying is a markedly
spiritual process, chaplains keep us posted on the existential issues
that characterize the patient's journey to the end of life. As we "team"
each patient and steward a process that we truly believe gives us an
honest assessment of the patient's condition, more often than not it's
a story that gives us the real insight needed to insure that care is
personalized and compassionate. Often a team member shares a
story about a patient's response to treatment or some family dynamic
that helps us truly understand the needs of the patient. I've learned
that in dying, as in living, it takes a story to really understand
another's circumstances.

The medical community has made remarkable strides in treating
illness primarily because today's patient care rides the technological
wave that characterizes modern medicine.  Diagnosis is faster and
prognosis more accurate because the physician's bag has been
replaced with the physician's computer. Access to medical data and
technology is revolutionizing healthcare faster than in previous gener-
ations. No one doubts the importance of technology in the practice of
medicine.  Yet our expanding confidence in technology tempers the
reality of the human experience. The truth is: not even the best of
technologies can ultimately keep death at bay. Eventually each of our
lives intersects the life of someone - a loved one, a colleague, a
mentor, a neighbor - who must steer the course to life's end.  Every
intersection is also cause to ponder our own mortality. In chronic and
terminal illness, technology is powerless to bring meaning and hope.
In the face of death, technology must yield to relationship, both
human and divine, and the loving willingness of human beings to
journey with those who contend with life-limiting illness. 

While many of us are authentically willing to take the journey, as a
society we're poorly equipped to travel the road. The reasons are
myriad. Fear, misplaced trust in technological advances, denial - all
play a part. Melody Chatelle's Journeys of Heartache and Graceis a
welcome place to begin the process of becoming better equipped, to
garner guidance and counsel, in our efforts to engage and care for
those who are seriously ill. Her stories of children are poignant and
powerful, giving emotional insight that is unabashedly honest and
unhampered by adult techniques that conceal true thoughts and
feelings.  The stories reveal fears and joys in honest ways that only
children can express. Each story is a jewel that glistens with insight
and sheds light on how to help us hear honestly and communicate
courageously about topics that are uncomfortable and unpleasant.
This is not a book that articulates a philosophy about life and death. It
is in many ways a how- to-manual that challenges us to enter deeply
into the lives of children and learn techniques that are the handiwork
of authentic love and service. This book is sometimes difficult; yet is
always meaningful. 

Michael Kearney, an Irish palliative physician, has written this
about the pain of terminal illness:  "It is proposed that while there is
an abusive and useless dimension to illness, pain and suffering which
needs to be removed if at all possible, there is also potential in such
experience (no matter how unpleasant the experience is.) …..it as
though a dragon (that is the patient's distress) also guards a treasure
- something essential for that particular individual's healing at that
moment of time."  This book is a marvelous step in slaying the
dragon. It provides something essential for the healing of both the
patient and the reader. 

Craig Borchardt

Note: This article first appeared as the foreword in Melody Chatelle's
book, Journeys of Heartache and Grace.
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From the President / CEO

§ Hospice Brazos Valley cared for 731 patients within our 17 county
service area for a total of 40,255 patient care days. 

§ Average daily census was 110 patients with the average length of
stay being 55 days.  

§ Our clinical staff made 30,368 visits to patients.
§ Volunteers contributed more than 16,000 hours of service and drove

nearly 55,000 miles, saving HBV over $308,000.  
§ Patient care volunteers contributed almost 6,500 hours, amounting

to 6.9% of staff direct patient care hours.
§ Our bereavement programs served at least 2,500 people in 2007.

These various programs are available to anyone in our community
even if hospice services were not used.

§ Community support is vital to Hospice Brazos Valley’s success.  We
are able to continue our mission of caring through memorials,
grants, contributions, church support, civic contributions, Hospice
Auxiliary, sales at our resale shops, Happening, Soirée, and other
fundraising events.

Highlights

2007 Annual Report Summary
The information presented below is a portion of the 2007 Annual Report.  

If you would like a complete report mailed to you, please call the HBV Bryan office at 979-821-2266. 

§ Average reimbursement per patient care day was $117.
§ Average expense per patient care day was $143.
§ Top five counties by admissions:  Brazos, Washington, Fayette,

Austin, and Robertson.
§ There were 890 referrals made to Hospice Brazos Valley by hospital

(29%), family, friend or patient (26%), physician (19%), healthcare
agency (15%) and other (11%). 

§ Patients by Gender:  Female (57%) and Male (43%)
§ Patients by Age:  80+ (56.2%), 50-79 (38.9%), 19-49 (4.8%), and

0-18 (0.1%)
§ Patients by Ethnicity:  Caucasian (83.4%), African American (10%),

Hispanic (6.3%), and Other (0.3%)

Highlights
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In 2008, Hospice Brazos Valley (HBV) expects to serve more than 800 terminally ill
patients and their families.  Through our compassionate interdisciplinary team of 
professionals and volunteers, Hospice Brazos Valley provides care that enhances the
quality of the final days of a patient's life by controlling pain and managing symptoms,
providing counseling and support, and preparing the patient and family to face the last
stages of life with comfort and peace.

As a non-profit organization, HBV is committed to extending our services to all in
need.  On any given day, six to eight percent of all the patients on our service have no
means of paying for the care we deliver.  Many times, patients and their families simply
have exhausted their available resources seeking curative treatment for their disease;
others are among the increasing number of families who have no insurance coverage at
all.  "Since this agency was founded nearly 20 years ago, HBV is proud that we have
never had to turn anyone away because of their inability to pay, and we feel very
strongly that this must continue to be an important part of our mission," says Debbie
Britten, Vice President and CFO of Hospice Brazos Valley. HBV makes quality end-of-
life care available to indigent patients in their home or residence, provides inpatient and
respite care when needed, and offers critical psychosocial services and support,
including bereavement counseling, to family members.  

This year, Hospice Brazos Valley must raise at least $1 million to cover the projected
cost of indigent care.  This is the part of our budget we call Community Support
because it is the communities we serve that provide support so that our mission can
thrive and grow.

Currently, almost 71% of HBV revenue comes from Medicare and Medicaid to
reimburse expenses for caring for our patients.  Another 5% comes from private
insurance companies.  The remaining 24% of our revenue is raised from individuals,
businesses, churches, grant requests, and sales at our two resale shops. In 2007, we
received nearly $170,000 through memorial gifts, with the average gift being $55.  We
value all gifts and they all make a difference to us, regardless of the amount.  
(see graph below)

One month after the death of a Hospice Brazos Valley patient, a satisfaction survey
is sent to the family member or caregiver who cared for the patient to get feedback on
the hospice experience.  Many times, HBV staff members are thanked by name for their
care.  All comments (good or bad) are used to help us improve the quality of our care.

Hospice Brazos Valley is grateful for the more than 7000 patients and their families
who have allowed us to serve them since 1989.  We are also grateful to those who
support our efforts to keep hospice care available to all who need it, regardless of their
ability to pay. 

CHARITYBEGINS AT  HOME

Private Insurance
5%

2007 Sources of Funds

Medicare
& Medicaid

71%

Community Support
24%

Following are some of the satisfaction survey comments we have received:

"I am an RN and it was so wonderful that I didn't have to deal with the doctor and
the hassle of getting the prescriptions filled.  I didn't have to be "the nurse" and could
just be "the friend”.”

"I have never seen a more awesome team of people.  Along with my doctor, I was
so confident that my dad's care was the best available."

"My brother and I greatly appreciate all that Hospice did for our Mother.  She
enjoyed the visits and we were pleased with the nurses, staff, and equipment
providers."

"Everyone was wonderful.  I can't say enough good things about you all.  Thank you
from the bottom of our hearts!  Avolunteer even baked a lemon cake and delivered it to
us four days after he died on his birthday.  We sure enjoyed it in his honor!"

"I intend to contact Hospice Brazos Valley for counseling.  I am having a real hard
time missing my mother."

"Even though my husband was only in hospice care for four days, we had a very
positive experience.  I found the staff to be helpful, kind, caring and compassionate.
We are grateful to Hospice Brazos Valley."

"We could not have honored Mother's wishes of staying at her home until the end
without hospice care.  We are so thankful for Hospice Brazos Valley!"

"I was so pleased with the true care and concern given to my mother and my family.
The tenderness and understanding was appreciated.  I can't say anything but positive
statements for this organization."

"Sorry we could not provide more useful feedback due to the short time the services
were used." [Patient was on service for two days]

"They had to come out on a Sunday.  He needed equipment that day.  The nurse
had it here in less than 45 minutes."

"We love y'all very much for letting us be prepared for mom's death, being there
when we needed you the most.  I know she thanks y'all too because when she left she
had a peaceful look on her face.  I've never seen her look so beautiful."

"We knew about Hospice Brazos Valley, but had never had any personal experi-
ence.  You were so helpful, especially at her death; coming out immediately and taking
care of the necessary calls, etc."     
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Spring Volunteer Training Class - Brenham
Pictured left to right:  Back Row: Volunteer Coordinator Mary Rogas,

Sandra Starnes, Sharon Custer, Tom Pearson, and Bob Armour.
Front Row: Sylvia Hines, Karin Thompson, Kathy Williams, 

and Mildred Rosenberg 

Hospice Care Began as a Volunteer-driven Community Movement
National Volunteer Week was April 27 through May 3 and Hospice Brazos Valley honored our hospice

volunteers who bring compassion, support, and friendship to those facing life-limiting illnesses.
According to John Vittrup, a volunteer, "Hospice Brazos Valley helped me when my wife died and I

have been volunteering ever since. This organization brings meaning and dignity to all its patients and
caregivers."

Our volunteers bring companionship to people in the final months and weeks of life, respite to families
and caregivers, and support in fundraising and administrative efforts. Our hospice volunteers are an
integral part of our hospice team approach.

In the 17 counties we serve, more than 300 volunteers provided over 16,000 hours of volunteer service
and drove nearly 55,000 miles in 2007. This equates to a savings to HBV of over $308,000. Like John
Vittrup, many people become hospice volunteers after experiencing first-hand the compassionate care
hospice provided to a dying loved one.

"Hospice volunteers play a very important role in enabling HBV to offer the best care possible to people
in our community; they are the icing on the cake," says Clare Jensen, Volunteer Coordinator in the HBV
Bryan office. She goes on to say, "We are grateful to our volunteers during National Volunteer Week and
every week, and are pleased that this celebration of volunteering allows us to remind everyone that
hospice volunteers are the best that the community has."

Hospice care began in this country about 30 years ago as a largely volunteer-driven community
movement. To this day volunteers continue to be at the heart of hospice.  There are many areas in which
one can volunteer including fundraising, office duties, patient care, at one of our resale stores, and many
more.  If you would like information on volunteering for Hospice Brazos Valley, please contact your local
office and check the “Dates to Remember” section on page 5 for the next Volunteer Training in your area.

In the early 1990’s, when HBV was a new (and the only) hospice service provider
in the Brazos Valley, the flower delivery program was initiated.  The agency's second
location on Memorial Drive was near The Floral Center, and arrangements were made
with the owners to provide a special flower bouquet once a month for a hospice
patient. We realized that this was an effective way to introduce volunteers to families,
especially when the family initially had no need for volunteer services.  Before long,
the feedback from the families confirmed what a special touch this was and we made
flower delivery a priority.

Members of the Hospice Auxiliary were among the first volunteers to deliver flowers
to our patients’homes.  Over the years this endeavor has grown to involve a team of
volunteers, some of whom are oriented specifically for this special task if they are not
already on our patient care volunteer team.  From the Bryan office we deliver 20-25
bud vases of fresh flowers each week.  Several local florists (Petal Patch, University
Flowers, Albertson's) donate or sell the flowers to us at cost, and we now have florists
in Madisonville (Heart-to-Heart), Hearne (Joyce's Flowers), and Caldwell (Custom

Creations) who donate the vase and arrangement for the volunteers to pick up.
Volunteers also deliver flowers to La Grange & Brenham area patients.  We have a
group of people who regularly find bud vases for us since many of the vases delivered
to homes don't make it back to our office.  Donations of flowers from weddings,
Sunday church services, and funerals also help us make numerous arrangements to
provide to our patients.

When a conference presentation titled "AFew of Our Favorite Things", featuring
our flower delivery program among others, was being prepared by Clare Jensen,
Volunteer Coordinator-Bryan Office, for the 2007 Texas & New Mexico Hospice
Organization, it became necessary to give the program a name.  When this was
mentioned to one of our patients who had benefitted from the flowers, he imaginatively
replied, "You are the Posy Express!"  (Posy is an old term for a bouquet of flowers.)

To this day the comments we receive from both the Posy Express volunteers
and the families they meet reinforce how vital this "ministry" is to our care and our
commitment to ensuring its longevity. 

Larry the Flower Guy

HBV Brenham Volunteer
Larry Reese delivers
flowers to our patients
bringing smiles to their

faces and 
brightening their day.

James Monk & 
Pauline Harkey

Not pictured:  Kim Wyant

HBV La Grange
Volunteers bring joy to our
patients and their families
in Fayette & Lee counties.

4

Newsletter Summer 2008 Final.qxd  8/20/2008  1:45 PM  Page 4



Bryan:

First Step Luncheon
HBV Bryan Office
Second Tuesday of each month
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm

Just For Gents
HBV BryanOffice
Fourth Monday of each 

month
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm

Contact Joan Serber at 
979-821-2266 for more information. 

*  *  *  *  
La Grange:

First Step Luncheon
HBV La Grange Office
Third Tuesday of each month
11:00 am - 1:00 pm

Contact Marlise Johnson at 
979-968-6913 for more information.

Brenham:

First Step Luncheon
HBV BrenhamOffice
Third Tuesday of each month
11:00 am - 1:00 pm

Young & Widowed 
HBV BrenhamOffice
Second Wednesday of each 

month
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Game Day
HBV BrenhamOffice
First Thursday of each month
11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Contact Debbie Mackeyat 
979-277-9525 for more information.

Dates to Remember
Mission Focus Time 

Brenham
Hospice Office
Topic: Evacuation Plan by   

Guest Author Joe O’Connell
Tuesday, August 12
5:30 pm - 7:00 pm

Beyond Grief Support Group 
(a 6-week series) 
Franklin
Location: TBA
Wednesdays, Aug. 20 - Sep. 24
10:00 am - 11:30 am

Hospice Soirée 2008
“Lost in the 50’s”
Brenham
Fireman’s Training Center  
Saturday, August 23
6:00 pm - 11:00 pm

Beyond Grief Support Group 
(a 6-week series) 
Hempstead
Trinity Lutheran Church
Thursdays, Sept. 4 - Oct. 9
5:00 pm - 6:30 pm

Mission Focus Time
Bryan
Hospice Office
Topic: Hospice Regulatory        

Issues by Rita Klier, HBV’s    
Billing Coordinator

Thursday, Sept. 4
5:30 pm - 7:00 pm

Volunteer Training
(a 6-week series) 

Madisonville
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Catholic Church

Tuesdays, Sept. 16 - Oct. 21
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Celebration of Life
College Station
Central Park Pavilion
Sunday, Sept. 21
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm

Volunteer Training
(a 6-week series) 

Bellville
Bellville Chamber of Commerce
Tuesdays, Sept. 23 - Oct. 28
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Mission Focus Time
La Grange
Hospice Office
Topic: Planning for the Future
by HBV’s CEO Craig Borchardt
Wednesday, Sept. 24
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

Kids Camp
La Grange
First United Methodist Church
Saturday, Sept. 27
9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Spirituality End-of-Life Training
Sealy
Trinity Lutheran Church
Saturday, Oct. 4
8:45 am - 3:15 pm

Dia de los Muertos Art
Workshop 
Bryan
The Frame Gallery - Bryan
Saturday, Oct. 4
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Holidays Without You 
Brenham
Hospice Office
Monday, Nov. 3
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm
Bryan
Hospice Office
Thursday, Nov. 6
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
La Grange
Hospice Office
Thursday, Nov. 6
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Holidays Without You
Luncheon
La Grange
Hospice Office
Wednesday, Nov. 5
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Bryan
Hospice Office
Friday, Nov. 7
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

Dia de los Muertos Program 
Bryan
Downtown Bryan
Saturday, Nov. 1
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Volunteer Appreciation
La Grange
Hospice Office
Tuesday, Nov. 11
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
Bryan
Hospice Office
Tuesday, Nov. 18
4:30 pm - 6:00 pm
Brenham
Hospice Office
Tuesday, Nov. 18
4:30 pm - 6:00 pm

Remembrance of Life
Brenham
Presbyterian Church
Friday, Dec. 12
11:00 am - 1:00 pm
La Grange
Hospice Office
Tuesday, Dec. 9
4:30 pm - 6:00 pm
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Please check our website
www.hospicebrazosvalley.org 

for the most updated calendar information.

Monthly Bereavement Activities Thanks to Luke Reece, the HBVBrenham
office has a beautiful addition to our outdoor
deck area.  Luke worked on this project to

become an Eagle Scout - Troop # 742.    
This was Phase 1 of the Tranqulitiy

Garden establishing a basic layout and
building a path to the deck area.  Future plans

include adding plants and memorial bricks. 
Atree was planted in the garden at our
Celebration of Life ceremony held on

Saturday, April 19.  
The project was significant to Luke

because his father passed away when Luke
was an infant. (on hospice care in Colorado)

Tranquility Garden

Luke covered the a/c unit with
lattice panels as well as

completed the entire path leading
to the deck.  He solicited local

area businesses and got almost
all materials donated.  Aspecial

thank you to the following:
Roger & Shirley Coad

Jimmy Hahn, Inc.
The Home Depot

Mark Hyatt
Lowe’s

Leroy Schroeder, Contractor 

Before

After
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Hospice Brazos Valley 
won The Eagle Reader’s
Choice Award.  We were

voted the Best 
Non-Profit Agency for 2008.

Change your search engine to
GoodSearch, choose Hospice
Brazos Valley for your charity &

help support patient care.

HBV’s Living
Endowment

Please contact Hospice Brazos
Valley if you would like to

include HBV in your will.  You
can join your gift with others to
ensure that HBV’s mission of

serving terminally ill patients in
our 17 county region will

continue.

Holiday Shopping List

Don’t forget to start making
your Christmas list early.  The
Holiday Wreaths go on sale in

October and will ship the first of
December.  Our beautiful, fresh
alpine fir wreaths and crosses

are great for your home or
office, to give as a gift, or can

be shipped directly from
Montana to your loved one.

For additional information or to
place your order, contact:
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Left:
Hospice Boutique Ribbon Cutting held 

May 20, 2008

Chamber members, HBV Staff and
Volunteers were present.

Above:
Wal-Mart Supercenter #321 in Brenham
presents Karen Mathews and Dolly Rash 

of the Hospice Boutique with a 
check for $1,500.

Our Hospice Boutique moved from 101 E. Commerce to 101 E.
Main Street on Friday, March 28.  Although we only moved two blocks,
it was a lot of work.  Thanks to all of the staff and volunteers who
helped with the move!   (see photos below) 

Aspecial thank you goes to Coach Brad Franchione and the Blinn
College football team.  With the help of the team, we got the merchan-
dise (including racks) moved in under an hour!  On Thursday, April 24,
Coach Fran honored Boutique Supervisor Karen Mathews and the
Hospice Boutique at a football scrimmage and presented her with a
Blinn College t-shirt and cap.

The new location has already proven successful, with increased
sales and glowing compliments about the look of the store.  We have
room to display many more items to create a great shopping experi-
ence.

Don’t miss out - we have new donations arriving daily.  You can
help support the mission of Hospice Brazos Valley by shopping at the
Boutique, donating your gently used garments, and spreading the word
about our new location.

Come visit us soon!

New Gals on the Block

101 E. Main

Downtown Brenham

979.277.9623

Hours:

M - F  10 am - 5 pm

Sat  10 am - 2 pm

Bryan:
Maxine Rooney
Hospice Auxiliary

979-589-2096 

Brenham / La Grange:
Deanna Warmke

Community Resources
979-277-9525
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Hospice Brazos Val ley Resale Stores

The Hospice Auxiliary Fashion Show featuring fashions from the Hospice Brazos Valley Thrift Store
was held on Wednesday, April 23 at the Pebble Creek County Club.  Mary Loftis, Retail Manager of
the Thrift Store, provided Auxiliary members with fashions to model ranging from summer fun to
business attire.  

This annual Spring Fling Style Show brought a jump, kick, and a bounce to all who attended.
Guests enjoyed a specially prepared Mexican buffet.  The Hospice Auxiliary donates proceeds from
their fundraising activities to Hospice Brazos Valley to benefit patient care.

Models pictured left to right:  Standing:  Kathy Fraser, Barbara Schwartz, Jan Ballew, Kathryn Lindsay,
Felicita Longnecker, Susan Childs, Bertha Workman, & Paula Doucet.

Sitting:  Mary Loftis & Judy Phillips

Hospice Auxiliary Fashion Show

Hospice Boutique Style Show

Each month the Bellville Chamber of Commerce holds a networking luncheon.  In 2007
the Chamber held a style show featuring clothing from the Hospice Boutique.  It was so well
received that the style show is now an annual event.

This years’style show was held on Thursday, May 8 at the Chamber office with lunch
provided by Big Hats and Little Whispers, a local eatery.  An announcement about the
Boutique’s new location as well as general Hospice information was provided.

Our fashion shows increase awareness of the great bargains to be found at the HBV
resale stores, while at the same time providing fun for everyone.  Thanks to all the models
and guests who participated.

Models pictured left to right:  Carolyn Gibson, Sally Stroech, Dolly Rash, Nicole Friedel,
Donna Rolater, Joyce Knolle, Sharie Soltz, Barbara Truitt, Dena Morgan, Danielle Morgan,

and Elizabeth Remmert.  Not pictured:  Tammy Hall
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YES!
Lift up your arms and wave your hands
And celebrate by saying “yes” to life.
To love, to everything that lives and moves
And shares your precious being here on earth?

Why not let go of negativity,
Of doubt, despair and disbelief that robs
Your heart of simple trust?  Why not step out?
And join the upward climb to happiness?

Accept it as a principle that you
Were not put here to suffer or feel bad.
You’re here to shine and radiate the light
That gleams and glows when you select the good.

“Yes” means that “it is so” - just as you say.
Say YES aloud and let it resonate
Inside your heart with faith and energy.
Say YES and know the truth that sets you free.

Submitted by HBV Bryan Volunteer
Kent Kessinger

Memory Bears

Can you imagine the comfort in holding close to you
a teddy bear made from the well-worn work shirt of your
husband who died recently?  Or the bear made from an
afghan that a child’s grandma used every day?  Or the
bear wearing the t-shirt with a message that defined your
son?

We are looking for people who are interested in
exploring the possibility of creating an ongoing project
that provides a customized bear for a family member
who wants to remember a loved one or friend.

Please contact Clare or Pat at 979.821.2266 or
cjensen@hospicebrazosvalley.org and we will schedule
an informational meeting for all those interested in being
a part of this endeavor.

C e l eb r at i o n  o f L i f e

The Celebration of Life ceremony took place at the Hospice Brazos Valley ~ Brenham office on April 19th.
This gathering of families, friends, and HBV staff is held twice a year and presents an opportunity to reconnect
and honor those patients and caregivers we have served.  Atree is planted and each guest adds soil in memory
of their loved one.  This year it was held in the new Tranquility Garden (see page 5).  Ameal was served and
guests engaged in conversation.  Music was provided by HBVVolunteer Larry Reese, playing the guitar, and Sue
Marcoulier singing.
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March 2008 - June 2008
Grants & Civic Contributions

Brazos County VFW Post 4692
Bryan Breakfast Lions Club
ChiliFest
College Station Noon Lions Club
Combined Federal Campaign-United Way
Community Development Block Grant

Community Healthcare Endowment Fund
Deanville Volunteer Fire Department
Milton M. Frank & Thomas B. Sprague Foundation
Friendship Quilt Guild, Brenham
Grimes County United Way
Hilltop Lakes Lions Club

State Employee's Campaign-United Way
Texas Women's League
United Way of Washington County
Washington County Tobacco

Church Contributions
Bethany Christian Church, Burton
Brenham Presbyterian Church
Central Baptist Church, College Station
Chapel of The Hills Assembly of God, Centerville
Ebenezer Lutheran Church, Manheim
First Christian Church, Bryan
First United Methodist Church, Brenham, Reiland    

Circle

First United Methodist Church, Brenham, Tate Circle
First United Methodist Church, Bryan
First United Methodist Church, Bryan, Two x Two 

Sunday School Class
Frelsburg Baptist Church, New Ulm
Hilltop Lakes Chapel
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Brenham
Industry United Methodist Church Women

Martin Luther Lutheran Church Ladies Aide, Carmine
Peace Lutheran Church, College Station
St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Brenham
St. Thomas Episcopal Church, College Station
Snook Christian Sisters
Wesley United Methodist Church, Bryan

I n  a n d  A r o u n d  Yo u r  C o m mu n i t y

9

HBV received a check for $8,000 from Chilifest 2008.
Pictured left to right:  2008 Chilifest Chairman Travis Britt, Jaime

Kuykendoll and Christine McDonald representing Hospice Brazos Valley,
and 2009 Chilifest Chairman David Towery

Rick Zambrzycki, Warehouse
Coordinator with the Brazos Valley
Food Bank contacted our Bryan

office and said the Food Bank had
received an entire truckload of
adult diapers.  He wanted to

donate these items to HBV for use
in our patient care.  Jaime

Kuykendoll and Jeff Cantrell from
the HBV Bryan office picked up
enough diapers to help care for

approximately 100 patients. 

HBV ~ Brenham gives back to the Community.
Staff brought in bags of dog and cat food which was donated to

True Blue Animal Rescue (T-bar).  T-bar is a non-profit organization
dedicated to helping all animals in need.  

The Hospice Brazos Valley
Bryan office helps support

others by participating each year
in the KAMU phone auction.
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The annual Symposium was held at Christ United Methodist Church in
College Station on May 15 for staff, volunteers,and community members. This
is a public forum and anyone in our community is welcome to attend. In
addition to reviewing agency highlights and accomplishments, we focused on
professionalism in hospice care. The Hospice Brazos Valley Medical Directors
engaged in a lively Q & A with audience members covering topics such as
universal health care, grief issues, dignity in dying, and defining moments in their
professional lives. Attendees heard a presentation from Rod McCallum,VP for
Academic Affairs, TAMHSC, regarding the master design and program plans for
the new Health Science Center campus at Texas A&M University. Lunch was
served and this year a special performance by Zoë Lewis had everyone clapping
their hands and singing songs.

Green Jackets were awarded to Emily Rhodes (LVN, Bryan),Jeannette Barnes
(Social Worker, Bryan),Rachel Blair (HCA,Brenham),Bash Flowers (Volunteer,
Brenham),Ethel Norgar (Volunteer, Bryan),Dee Jones (Volunteer, La Grange),
Stephanie Ramirez (Manager Program Integrity),Nancy Pearson (Brenham
Branch Manager),and three ofour Medical Directors, Robert Pope, MD, David
McClellan,MD, and J. Bret Hood,MD. These people are chosen to honor their
dedication to Hospice Brazos Valley. (see photos below)

Employee Service Awards were also given out: (see photo below)
5 Years -   Susan Anderson,Casey Holden,Kathy Jacobs, Lynn Jemela,Mary
Loftis, Alice Luna,Denise McKee, & Mike Roth
10 Years - Rose Dove,Rita Ewing, & Eunice Glidden
15 Years - Tim Brown,Bertha Workman,& Margaret Johnson       

10

HBV Annual Symposium
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In Me m oriamPolicy
Due to HIPAA (Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act) regulations, we are no longer able to publish the names ofHospice Brazos Valley patients in

the In Memoriam section ofour newsletter without signed consent.If you are a family member and would like us to publish the name ofa hospice patient who has
recently passed away,please contact us in writing at 502 West 26th Street,Bryan,Texas 77803.
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In Memoriam
Remembering those we have loved and served…March 2008 - June 2008

Bennie S. Adams

Caria Adams

Wilma F. Adams

Edna Altimore

Grace L. Ancone

Linda L. Anderson

Marie Anderson

F.M. Arnold

William Jenell Bailey

Dorothy Baker

Richard T. Batten

John R.Beckham

Lorraine Bertani

Josie Bienski

James F. Bisor

Johnnie Blackshear

Mary Blake

William J. Bledsoe

Juanita Blow

Ruby J. Blum

Wilbert Boenker

Scott K. Bolsins

Peggy J. Brace

Sadler Bridges

Kurt Brink

Junell F. Brinkmann

Mary E.Brown

Horace Bumpurs

Merle E. Burch

Marie L. Burk

Margaret E. Burkes

Martha B. Busa

Glen D. Byers

Don K. Caldwell

Jake Canglose

John H. Cessna

Kenneth Christensen

Frank Clark

Ervin J. Cloat

Eda M. Cole

Helen M. Cole

L.O. Coleman

Joan Collins

Mary Cooke

Rosemary Cordova

Verner P. Corkran

Virginia B. Cox

Hazel B. Craig

Jean Davis

Athol D. Dean

Gertrude Y. DeJardo

Jerry E. Devenport

Ben Dillon

Ann Dingus

Charles D. Dorsey

Josephine Dzierzanowski

Estelle E. Edwards

Ira Eitzmann

Meta Emmrich

Celeste Eplen

Evelyn Ermis

Norman H. Farley

Gertrude F. Faske

George D. Featherston

Michael Ferrell

Betty Field

Nancy Fielder

Cornelia Fletcher

Sammie Fling

Harold G. Foster

Leonard W. Frank

Alvah G. Franks

Robert V. French, Jr.

Herbert F. Friemel

Glenda L. Garcia

Henry S. Garza

Deanna J. Buckins Gilbert

Jack B. Gorman

Peggy Green

Bobby L. Gregory

Joyce E. Gruner

James Guillory

Francis E. Harkrider

Laverne Hause

James Hollie

Emmagene Huegel

James L. Huling

Edward Hurley

Faye Huskey

A.B. Ingram

Christina Irving

Daries Johnson

Kittie M. Johnson

Octavia Johnson

Tommy Johnson

Phyllis Kearns

Rudy A. Kelling

Ileen Kiel

Robert J. Kochert

Leon C. Korth

Bernice M. Kovar

Myrtle Kretzschmar

Clara M. Kuehm

Ben Lagrone

Barbara J. Lankford

Malcolm R. Lawson

Fred G. Leiber

Ascension Lleverino

Hester E. Lockett

Alfred Loper

Alfred Lorenz

Margaret Lucherk

Margaret E. Lumpkin

Lawrence C. Marshall

Ruth D. Maseles

Gene Mathis

Madeline Matlock

Eugene Maxson

Hildegard E. May

Helen Mazen

Robert McGee

Betty J. Menefee

Chester Merten

Evelyn A. Meyer

Mackie R. Mitchell

Ernestine Moore

Catherine M. Mozisek

Nina Muller

Nancy M. Myers

E.A. Nachlinger

Ben Nedbalek

Marie B. Nedbalek

Ernest Nobles

James Norman

Erich Oberhoff

Charlie W. Oevermann

Bernice K. Ogg

Agnes C. O'Malley

Mary L. "Louise" Page

Bernice Pape

Eugene Patterson

Mable Pearce

Odie M. Pennell

Melvin C. Placke

Arthur V. Price

Rodrigo Ramirez

Nelleen H. Restmeyer

Lupe Revilla

Mary Reyes

Edith Robertson

Jerry L. Ryan

Patricia S. Sassman

Elizabeth Savage

John Schneider

Ruby Schulze

Leroy F. Schwartz

Ernest H. Seelhorst

Thomas R. Sessums

J.C. Sheppard

Joyce Shewmaker

Mary Sicilio

Glenda R. Smith

Garland M. Spencer

Merle A. Sternadel

Dorcie J. Strauss

Dave C. Swalm

Laurie A. Tanguy

Elizabeth Taylor

Etta B. Taylor

Lois N. Theiss

William E. Tietschert

Jerry Todd

Otto E. Ulrich

Margarita R. Valdez

Earl Valentine, Jr.

Lucile M. Vanderpoorten

Johnnie E. Vykukal

Donald Wernert

Lois B. Westerman

Jean Whitman

James R. Wilcox

Lanell Wiley

Earl Williams

Pauline Wilson

Hattie A. Wingate

Lorena Winkelmann

John C. Woods

Josephine W. Wubbenhorst

Peggy Young

Judith R. Zahradnick

Lillian E. Zarnicki

Jeff Zastrow
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Hospice Brazos Valley's La Grange office hosted its first annual Savor the Flavor
Cooking contest on Saturday, May 10, at Ross South 40 RV Park between La Grange
and Giddings.  All who attended had a great time and the food was
delicious.  

Ten contestants entered recipes in one of five categories and the
public voted for the winners.  The categories were German, Czech,
Tex-Mex, Soul Food, and Maverick/Anything Goes.  The winners were
Celina Fabela of La Grange for her tamales in the Tex-Mex category,
Gloria Wolford of La Grange in Soul Food for her black-eyed peas,
and Dee Jones of La Grange for Maverick with Dee's Licious Italian
Biscotti.  The overall Grand Champion was Brianne Bernsen for her
grandmother's peanut cakes.  Ms. Bernsen learned the recipe through
oral family tradition, therefore making her an ideal champion for a
hospice cooking contest.

Entertainment was provided by area musician, Chris Rybak, who
entertained with cultural favorites in the Polka, Tejano, and Cajun traditions.  Attendees
danced, sang and sampled delicious foods, creating a spirited family atmosphere that
celebrated the rich cultures of Central Texas.  There were also booths available for the

guests shopping pleasure, including chair massages, jewelry, art, ceramics, and more.
"Hospice is a holistic plan of care that embraces all walks of life, and we encourage

people to leave a legacy for those left behind to celebrate.  I feel like
Savor the Flavor was Hospice Brazos Valley's way of doing just that.
So many family recipes from so many different cultures, along with
wonderful music really made this a joyful event for our community,"
stated La Grange Branch Manager, Christy Claxton.  The La Grange
staff and numerous staff members from Bryan and Brenham were on
hand to help the folks in Fayette and Lee County show off the best of
their rich Texas heritage.

Special thanks to Mary Ross, owner of Ross South 40 RV Park for
generously donating her beautiful facility to HBV.  And by the way…
Mary was the lucky winner of the hospice quilt that was donated to the
La Grange office in September of 2007 as a raffle fundraiser.  

"People would be crazy to miss this event next year.  This is some of
the most unique and meaningful fun I've ever had, and it's such a great fundraising
event for this agency," Claxton concludes.        

The first annual Savor the Flavor Cooking Contest proves to be good fun for all

Brianne Bernsen, pictured here
with her daughter, holds the

title of Grand Champion.

Pictured above are the winners of the STF
Cooking Contest along with La Grange Branch

Manager Christy Claxton.

Celina Fabela, pictured here
with her niece, won in the 

Tex-Mex category.

HBV ~ La GrangeVolunteer,
Dee Jones, won in the

Maverick category.

Gloria Wolford, here with her
granddaughter, won in the 

Soul Food category.
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